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animal’s life. We all live afraid. Back, run
away, come back. Until when?«

ADAMS: »Personally, I faced a serious problem
in September on my way to work. There were
five persons. They shouted at me: “I am tal-
king to you, fucking black! What are you
doing in Greece?” Then they attacked me wit-
hout any reason. I was shouting. I tried to get
help but there was no help, of course.«

FEAR

NASIM: »When there is blind violence it doesn’t
need more than being different to be attacked.
Everybody has to be careful and protect
themself.

There is no other protection; there is no jus-
tice or judiciary. For example, some days ago
the police officers of the St. Panteleimon case
were sentenced by the court.5 It seems they re-
ceived the lowest sentence. So many years
have passed by. What will the people do who
were attacked in 2004 if the responsible of-
ficers have their court case today? You cannot
trust a system working this way. We need the
rule that whoever is committing a hate crime
against the other has to be handed over to the
courts.«

ADAMS: »I tried to find help from police who
were near during the attack. I told them

about it and I am sure they could hear me
shouting. I gave them some description of the
people who beat me. While I was telling this
to the police, the offenders returned. So I told
the police this is the car and these are the cri-
minals. The police told me ‘OK, you can go
to the police station and make an official re-
port.’ They did nothing else.«

ABDUL-K.: »The police! Like you see. We are all
afraid of the police. Every time you feel it in
your heart. They say: “Your paper, your pa-
per, your paper.” For example like me: I have
the Red Card. Even though I have the Red
Card I am afraid until now of the police. It is
worth nothing. If they see you they will take
the Red Card from you. If they take the Red
Card you cannot do anything except look at
them.«

PUBLIC DISCOURSE 
AND RACISM

ABDUL-K.: »The people they say like this: “From
the immigration. The economic problem is
from the immigration.” They say: “Take all
the immigrants out of Greece. Will be fine the
economy.” Some people in Greece are nice
and some of them is very bad - like everywhe-
re. People in Greece some of them they do not
know, it is the first time they see the immigra-

Racists attack again a mosq nearby Attiki Square in Athens  STROUX FOTOS
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tion people. Because of that it is impossible to
speak about all the people. But about the go-
vernment we can be speaking. The govern-
ment could find some solution for the people.
Give the papers, open the door… «

NASIM: »In multicultural Athens they still talk
about “black people”, “muslims”, they speak
about “strange people”. I believe that the so-
ciety has understood that there are different
people living in the city but institutionally the
authorities, the media, all this affects very
much how the situation is presented. 

Since being in Greece I have lived in the
same area, nearby Attiki Square. I have very
good relations with the people of my
neighbourhood. I see them. I say hallo. Never-
theless, I see that the TV is creating stereoty-
pes even about the Greeks themselves. Now
what they do concerning migrants or the ot-
her is another serious issue. The way they pre-
sent them is something awful. The person
who is not afraid during the day, in the night
asks himself: “Maybe I am afraid and I don’t
notice?”

They made them afraid. They have
convinced them to say: “Oh. These people are
dangerous!” Only with this logic things could
become like that. The fact of St. Panteleimo-

nas has such a situation. Nobody believes and
it is inconceivable that all this happens in
front of the police station. Or that 10 people
have closed down the neighbourhood, exclu-
ding all the neighbours while the municipality,
the prefecture and others remain silent. This
silence means: ‘Yes, I agree with you.’ They
allow neighbourhoods to become inaccessible
with 10 people ruling it. This all developed,
came into existence and functions today not
only with the tolerance of the authorities but
also with their support. So today we have the
situation as it is.«

HOPES AND WISHES

NASIM: »We have to accept the reality that in
multicultural Athens we migrants also exist as
citizens and as human beings in this society.
We participate in life in all aspects. I want to
be recognized, I want my rights to be recogni-
zed, my presence and my existence here. I
have to exist!«

ABDUL–K.: »I hope to leave Greece. I hope to live
like everyone, to be accepted by the people
and to live like them and with them.«

ADAMS: »I wish peace and democracy for my
country and I wish the asylum system in Gree-
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"Racists beat me up last night inside the abandoned building where I am sleeping in."   STROUX FOTOS
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ce to become more just. Give people more
rights. Finally, I wish to be in good communi-
cation with the people I have met in Greece
always.«

NEWRUZ: »My dream is that one day all human
beings will be treated the same. That law is
not different: For some people good, for ot-
hers bad.«

MILAD: »It doesn’t matter who is from Afgha-
nistan, Pakistan, Africa, Australia or Europe.
We can all use this earth together. What is
that supposed to mean: “You are a refugee.
You have no papers.”? It doesn’t mean that
we are not human beings! We also want
something good. If I could change something,
then I would fight for solidarity. That is my
wish!«
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1Both Attiki Square and St. Panteleimonas Square,

working class neighbourhoods in central Athens with

numerous immigrant families, have become since 2008 a

target for racist attacks. The so-called “concerned citi-

zens” together with members of the extreme right are

patrolling and even occupying both squares since two

years. The squares used to be lively meeting points but

today they are no-go areas for migrants. 

2The safe-third-country policy requires an asylum see-

ker passing through a safe third country before arriving

in Germany to be denied asylum and sent back to the

first safe country. Safe countries include all EU Member

States, Norway, and Switzerland. 

3On December 6, the government proposed a draft

measure to tighten Greek laws on speech that incites ha-

tred, discrimination, or violence.

4 In 2008 and 2009 there were four hate crime trials

each year and in 2010 only three. In December 2004 a

group of police officers raided a house where Afghan refu-

gees were living nearby Attiki Square and St. Panteleimon

Chruch. They assaulted some of the Afghans and arrested

two. Allegedly they tortured them in the cellar of the po-

lice station. 

5The court case was on December 19, 2011. The two

convicted officers were sentenced 10 ½ years prison, but

they were released after suspension was granted. The

court had already converted the penalty to a misdemea-

nor.
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Kein Mensch ist illegal Hanau
D HTTP://RHEIN-MAIN.ANTIRA.INFO
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